


































































































THE DEATY OF 80030

DAVE MASON -

The sea wind sang in the masts, and the. black water of the harbor was
flecked with white. The darkness of the coming night slid swiftly down on
the city of Akkad. .

Lights sprahg up here and there, and the great bronze fire baskets at
the prinéipal street corners burst into flames. There were warm lights
and much sound 1in the tavern on the quay, and drunken
,seamen reeled toward it, attracted as moths are, to a
lamp,

Within, a long pine board and a floor of tanbark;
a busy host and busier serving-maids, -.carrying the
wine and the brown ale,' dodging the occasional flung
-.cup, and counting the clinking coins.

The soldier in the battered cuirass planted an
enormous hairy foot on the table, drained his horn,
and said loudly, "Conan! Va Hai, Conan! There was a
man to fight!"

He belched loudly.
"I sacked Stygia's black cities with him. I rode

behind him when he lived, and I was with him when he
died. A man, that Conan!"

"You saw him die?" The fat man in the purple robe
of a city merchant leaned closer. "How was that?"

"He had been King in Aquilonia....many years." The soldier spat ints
the tanbark., "Another would have grown soft with the good wine and the
fat living. Not Conan,"

"But you saw him die." The fat man signaled for more ale,

"There came many barbarians."” The soldier said. "Hairy ones, not
fearing any god or any man, Conan put on his armor once more. He called
together the lancers...but few we were. Very few, Most were boys who'd
never held pike nor shield, so safe was Aguilonia while Conan held its
throne,

"And we went forth to the North, to seek the barbarians., We found
them, a mighty horde of them, skin-clad, with their yaks and their tents,
and their horrible short knives...

"All day we fought them, in the pine woods of the Northern Mountains,
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